Abstract. In Latvia, the ever increasing trend of competition between the medical tourism as well as its branch dental tourism is evident. The aim of the research -to investigate the comparative advantages of the medical tourism and its services in the Baltic States. The medical tourism of the Baltic States was evaluated based on physical, economical and specialist availability and its quality. The research methodology used in the research: scientific induction and deduction, comparison, graphic, synthesis and analysis. As a result, the advantages of medical and the dental tourism of Latvia over its competitors in other Baltic states was evaluated: the comparative advantages of medical tourism in Latvia are related to the transport infrastructure advantages, the prices of dental services are similar, while a strategy is needed for a regulated influx of specialists to the specific branch.
Introduction
Medical tourism (further MT) is one of forms of medical tourism. The term Medical tourism is attributed to the willingness of people to travel great distances in order to receive physical or mental medical treatment (OECD, 2010) and can include also dental services. It is believed that MT includes health improving procedures (Carrera, Lunt, 2010) or that it is traveling with the goal of aim of improving health (Bookman & Bookman, 2007) . Nonetheless, from an economical perspective according to the price level MT can be viewed as a more accessible service (Edelheith, 2008) . Some scientists believe that medical tourism should be distanced from the health tourism The development of MT in Latvia can facilitate the increase of tourism product export (Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia, 2014) . In addition, the development of MT in the Baltic States is a goal, which corresponds to the policy of EC in the field of tourism (European Union publications, 2011). The ability of countries to sell their products in the international markets and their ability to compete with analogue products is a market with the traditional elements of competition -price, quality etc. (Hirschey, 2008) . The availability of services is influenced by the localisation of services and the purchasing power of patients, which correlates with the macroeconomic processes in the country (Elfderfield, 2017; Pollard, 2017a; 2017b) .
The international competition and the change of the macro-economic environment promotes creation of medical tourism clusters -the common innovation potential inclusive networks (EK, 2002, 14) . The authors agree with the opinion that the increase of competition in the local market can further the export capability in the context of global competition (Capone, 2006; Michael, 2007) . The Baltic health tourism cluster was created in 2013 (MedLT, 2013; The Baltic Assembly, 2017). Its main goal -to improve the cooperation between the tourism destination objects by sharing the suitable methods for sharing of good praxis, improving of quality and branding, by developing of the health tourism policy documents, thus concentrating the impact on the competition in the medical tourism, incl., the dentistry (Smith, 2015).
Although in the political documents the MT in the overall tourism framework is positioned as an economically important sphere, nonetheless until now the analysis of services and support services of MT in the Baltic States, incl. the dentistry, have been insufficient. The identification of the advantages of Latvia in the specific fields have been insufficient as well.
Research question: does the medical tourism branch dentistry in Latvia has advantages in comparison with other Baltic states? The research object: medical tourism and its branch dentistry in the Baltic States. Aim of the research: to assess the advantages of Latvia's medical tourism branch dentistry industry in comparison with other Baltic States.
Tasks:
1) to study theoretical aspects of medical tourism, dentistry services and Baltic States;
2) to carry out comparative analysis of the medical tourism industry and its branch dentistry services in the Baltic States;
3) evaluate the comparative advantages of the medical tourism industry and its branch -dentistry in Latvia compared with other Baltic States.
The methods applied: the research is based on literature studies, the method of analysis as well as synthesis were used in the current study. The research methods are: monographic, comparison, abstract-logical method, synthesis and analysis, induction and deduction, statistic data analysis.
Novelty of the study: the comparative analysis of medical tourism and dentistry services in the Baltic States has been carried out. Research limitations: in medical tourism (MT) and its branch dentistry (further Den), there is a limited amount of available information due to the commerce secret limitations as well as due to lack of statistical data, especially in 2017. The advantages of medical tourism were analysed according to accessibility aspects -transport, prices and specialists.
Research materials and methods
MT is believed to be a constantly growing multibillion, "which makes the world compete in the aspects of the quality of medical standards, while keeping the lowest possible price for the offered medical services" (Lunt et al., 2016: 40; Sandberg, 2017) . This tourism branch is most popular in high income countries (the US, Canada and Western-Europe countries), especially in cases, when the inland health insurance doesn't cover whole health treatment needs. In these cases, the citizens often choose to buy high quality low-cost medical services abroad.
Different sources can be used in the comparison of MT services and evaluation, for instance, the ranking of the medical industry dentistry -Global Clinic Rating (GCR) (MTQUA, 2014). It can be concluded that the number of the best dental clinics is uneven (in Europe -14, North-America -2, Vietnam, India and Philippines -3, while the dominating country in the dental industry is Hungary with 450 clinics (Global Clinic Ranking survey, 2016). Meanwhile dental tourism dental implant services are provided in Croatia, Poland, Egypt, Thailand, Turkey, Labanon, Mexico, the United Arab Emirates and India. In the hospital rankings (Global Clinic Ranking survey, 2016). The service quality is also affected by the trends in the provision of specialist training, which is led by such universities as the University of Hong Kong, The University of Michigan, Karolinska Institutet of Sweden (QS World University Rankings…, 2016).
In order to evaluate the MT in the Baltic States, the country specific medical tourism and its services' criteria was defined, thus allowing to determine the competitiveness of the specific country. These include: the number of inhabitants per one dentist, age structure of dentists, organisation of dental education, price of services, availability, compliance of the treatment One exception is the travel from Finland to Estonia, which is only 35min by air or 2-3h30min by a ferry. However, the distance to Estonia is longer and more time consuming than a travel from other EU countries. Travels between the Baltic States by car take 2h30-3h, while by air 50-56min.
Authors conclude that although the time consumption varies, nonetheless Latvia owing to its geographic location is in a more favourable position. (Table 1) , which drives the flow of MT to countries with economically balanced expenses, the second one -health expenditure per capita (Uçak, 2016). Costs of medical care in the target country in most cases is related to the GDP of the given country, and the low administrative and medical costs increase the accessibility of both the MT and the medical services.
Among the Baltic States, Lithuania, although characterized by lower GDP per capita, is investing in MT almost as much as Estonia and by 504€ more than Latvia. Although the GDP per capita of Estonia is 17 853€ (2016), the overall investment of the state is the largest among the Baltic States. An important part of the MT services' prices are the VAT rates, which in Latvia are the highest (Table 1) . This also applies to the services affecting tourism -transport, accommodation, restaurant and catering services. This also affects the medical tourism, which in
Latvia by 3 and 7 % higher than in Estonia and Lithuania.
Authors believe that the price is one of the most important factors in the entrepreneurship environment. In the dental branch, authors analysed prices of six services -visitation, tooth filling, placement of tooth crown, insertion of implant, extraction of impacted tooth, as well as dental hygiene. The comparison of dental service prices in the Baltic States (Table 2) show that the prices in Baltic States do not differ significantly; however, the tooth extraction and tooth implantation services are cheaper in Latvia, while the tooth hygiene -in Lithuania. 2) According to the physical accessibility of MT, Latvia has the comparative advantages among the Baltic States, which increases the overall accessibility of medical services according to the time factor. Nonetheless, the country is lagging behind other Baltic States according to the ground and port infrastructure rankings (41 st place), which should be further developed.
3) Overall, the tourism infrastructure ranks highest among the Baltic States; however, Estonia manages to gain the largest amount of income. One of reasons behind such situation is that Estonia (same as Lithuania) have advantages in terms of lower VAT rates on transport, accommodation, restaurant and catering services costs as well as lower medical tourism services and dental services costs. Medical tourism in Estonia is influenced by a more arranged environment of employment and a larger state funding for education in the field of dentistry, while in Lithuania -by more financing for health-care system.
4) The average costs of dental services in the Baltic States are prone to large differences; therefore, MT advantages for Latvia are related to the transport infrastructure advantages, which make the services more accessible (time and travel costs).
5) By developing the Baltic tourism MT cluster, Latvia and other Baltic States can promote influx of new specialists in the specific field and has the potential to increase the competition, thus
increasing the overall quality of services and innovative services.
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